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Riley Awards $70,125 to Aid Domestic Violence Victims

in Marshall County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $70,125 grant to the Marshall County Commission to continue services offered by the county’s domestic violence unit.

The unit investigates family violence cases, prosecutes offenders, provides assistance to victims and educates the public on domestic violence issues.  According to Marshall County officials, the unit was selected as one of four model programs in the state for its diligence in prosecuting domestic violence cases.

“Domestic violence must not be tolerated in Alabama,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of the Marshall County Domestic Violence Unit to prosecute offenders and reach out to victims.”

The grant will be used to continue training law enforcement officers and court personnel to properly handle domestic violence cases, prepare victims for court, counsel offenders and victims on protection orders to reduce violations, and advocate the establishment of a domestic violence shelter in the county.  The unit also will work to improve communication with the growing Hispanic community in the area.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Billy Cannon, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $23,375 will supplement the grant.
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