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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Families of Child Abuse Victims
in Lee and Macon Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $42,846 to the Child Advocacy Center of East Alabama to help families in Lee and Macon counties cope with the trauma of child abuse.

The center will use the grant to continue its Family Advocacy Program.  Through this program, child victims and family members or caregivers not involved in the abuse receive professional support to guide them through the many emotional, legal and therapeutic events child abuse may trigger.

“The circumstances following the discovery that a child has been abused can be overwhelming for families,” Riley said.  “I am delighted to provide these funds to support the Child Advocacy Center’s work in assisting families through the recovery process.”

A family advocate assesses the needs of an affected family and develops a plan of action to help the victim heal both physically and emotionally, and to prepare the family to protect the child from future abuse.  Group therapy is utilized to build self-esteem in victims and stress healing and understanding among family members.  The program also helps victims and families become more effective participants in the legal process.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Tom Smith, center board president, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $10,711 will supplement the grant.
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