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Riley Awards Grant to Give Montgomery Children an Artistic Alternative to Drugs

MONTGOMERY— The Strategies to Elevate People Foundation, a Montgomery non-profit organization, gives children of low-income families the opportunity to tap into their artistic potential.  The foundation’s Academy of Performing Arts will continue for another year with the help of a $35,043 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.  

S.T.E.P. will use the grant to fund ballet and choral programs offered to children, ages 7-14, living in public housing communities.  According to S.T.E.P. officials, these activities provide children with guidance and structure which boost their self-esteem and make them less likely to develop a dependence on alcohol or drugs.

“The arts give children an opportunity to express themselves while developing discipline and other abilities,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of S.T.E.P. to give children an alternative to drugs.”

S.T.E.P. officials say children who regularly participate in the arts improve their academic performance and are more active in the community.  The programs help reduce drug use and violence by offering alternative methods of dealing with depression, stress and anger.

S.T.E.P. has partnered with the Montgomery Ballet and the Montgomery County Board of Education to offer the Academy since 1997.  Participating schools are Loveless Academic Magnet Program High School, McIntyre Middle School, T.S. Morris Elementary School and E.D. Nixon Elementary School.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified R. Lee Baugh Jr., S.T.E.P. executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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