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Riley Awards $35,000 to Discourage Substance Abuse

by Youths in Covington County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $35,000 grant to Acts of Kindness in Andalusia for a mentoring program aimed at helping children in Covington County refrain from using alcohol and drugs.

The program will teach children in 6th through 12th grades about the dangers of substance abuse and addiction, and volunteer mentors will guide students toward making wise decisions that will help them avoid serious consequences.

“It is vital that we teach our children about the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Acts of Kindness to help these students to say no to harmful substances.”

The program, Empowerment Plus, will be conducted every other Saturday in classroom and individual sessions.  Mentors will serve as friends, role models and advocates to program participants and will stay in contact with them on the Saturdays when no classes are scheduled.

Mentors also will communicate regularly with parents and caregivers in an effort to form support teams for the students.  Participants in the program will be recruited from local schools, churches and youth programs.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Education.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Steven Dohoney, Acts of Kindness president, that the grant had been approved.
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