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Riley Awards Grant to Reduce Domestic Violence

in Escambia County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $107,100 grant to the Escambia County Commission to support a program designed to reduce domestic violence and assist those who are victims of abuse.

The funds will be used to continue the operation of the Escambia County Domestic Violence Crime Unit, which investigates and helps prosecute domestic violence cases and provides support services to victims.

“Domestic violence must not be tolerated in Alabama,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of the Escambia County Domestic Violence Crime Unit to prosecute offenders and reach out to victims.”

The unit provides training for law enforcement officers, investigators, probation officers and court personnel regarding domestic violence laws, prosecution policies, and the prevention of and response to family violence.

Staff members support victims during court proceedings and refer victims to job training agencies, stress management programs and other available assistance.  The unit works closely with law enforcement agencies, health care providers and victim services organizations to coordinate services for hundreds of victims each year.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Larry White, county commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $35,700 will supplement the grant.
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