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Riley Awards $45,000 to Help At-Risk Youth in Geneva County 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $45,000 grant for a program to discourage at-risk youth in Geneva County from involvement with drugs, crime and destructive behavior. 

The grant will be used for the Supporting Opportunities for Success program which teaches youth to build on their strengths and provides parenting skills to adults. 

“This program attacks the problems of troubled youth on two fronts,” Riley said. “First it helps youth pursue worthy goals and second, it teaches adults to be better parents for their children.”

The program is aimed at teenagers who display tendencies that could lead to crime or use of drugs and alcohol. Students are referred to the program through schools and the court system. 

Parents are taught how to recognize problems in their children and how to intervene before youth develop destructive behaviors. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Linda O’Connell, executive director of the Alfred Saliba Family Services Center, that the grant had been approved. The Saliva Center is a Dothan-based, non-profit organization that provides numerous programs and benefits throughout southeast Alabama.  

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant.
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