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Riley Awards $205,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs in Escambia County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $205,000 to the Escambia County Commission to continue the battle against illegal drug use and distribution in the county.  The commission will use the grant to fund the 21st Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force.

“Law enforcement officers in Escambia County are working hard to reduce drug trafficking and we are supporting their efforts with this grant,” Riley said.  “I commend the county commission and the task force for fighting the spread of illegal drugs, and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The task force is a multi-jurisdictional unit combining the efforts of the District Attorney’s Office, the Escambia County Sheriff’s Department, and the police departments of Atmore, Brewton, East Brewton and Flomaton.

Task force officials say they plan to devote much of the unit’s resources to combatting the illegal use and distribution of prescription medication in the next 12 months.  In the same time frame, agents say they expect to initiate 200 drug cases with a goal of getting a 90 percent conviction rate.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Escambia County Commission Chairman Larry W. White that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $68,333 have been committed to the operation of the drug task force.
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