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Riley Awards $192,000 Grant

to Battle Illegal Drugs in West-central Alabama 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $192,000 grant to the Dallas County Commission to battle illegal drugs and violent crime in five west-central Alabama counties.

The funds will be used to continue the operation of the Fourth Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force that serves Dallas, Bibb, Perry, Hale and Wilcox counties.

“Drug-related violence and crime pose serious threats to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend efforts of the task force to aggressively pursue and prosecute drug dealers and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The multi-jurisdictional task force uses the combined forces of area law-enforcement agencies to increase its effectiveness in detecting illegal drugs and arresting offenders.  The agency also works closely with other state and federal agencies to reduce the drug trade in the area.

Task force members attribute the high rate of trafficking and drug use in the area to poor economic conditions and rural isolation.  Officials in the five counties maintain that violent crime in the region is directly related to the use and distribution of illegal drugs.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Johnny W. Jones, chairman of the Dallas County Commission, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $64,000 have been committed to the program.
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