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Riley Awards $215,000 to Battle Drugs in Covington County  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $215,000 grant to the Covington County Commission to reduce violent crime and battle the spread of illegal drugs in the county.

The grant will enable a multi-agency drug task force to continue undercover investigations and pursue dealers in an attempt to reduce illegal drug use and distribution.  The 22nd Judicial Circuit Task Force is a coalition of the District Attorney’s Office, the sheriff’s department and police departments in Andalusia, Opp, Florala, Red Level, River Falls and Gantt.

“Drug-related violence and crime pose serious threats to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend efforts of the task force to aggressively pursue and prosecute drug dealers and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The task force has made more than 500 drug arrests since it began in September 2000 and conducted the largest seizure of methamphetamine in the state’s history.

The task force, along with the Andalusia Police Department, sponsors an Internet site, www.methreality.com, to educate the public on the dangers of methamphetamine, a highly addictive drug typically produced in rural, hidden laboratories.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Gregory B. White, chairman of the Covington County Commission, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of  $71,666 have been committed to continue the operation of the drug task force.
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