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Riley Awards Grant for Senior Center in Reform

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $80,000 grant to the town of Reform to renovate a building that will become the town’s senior center.  Senior citizens currently gather for meals, meetings and social events in a former armory building that town officials say is inadequate.

“Senior citizens need and deserve modern facilities designed specifically for them,” Riley said.  “This renovated facility in Reform will play an important role in enhancing the quality of life for the town’s elderly residents and I am delighted to provide this funding.”

The armory space is not well-suited for the needs of senior citizens because the building is difficult to heat and cool, the kitchen does not meet the requirements of the nutrition program, and the high volume of traffic around the center presents a danger to seniors.  In addition to these deficiencies, a move to another facility might have become unavoidable since plans to expand the adjacent airport could require that the armory building be demolished.

The grant will enable the town to make improvements to the new site, a metal building located next to Reform City Park.  Upgrades will include installing central heat and air, finishing walls with sheet rock, installing a lower ceiling, and enlarging the kitchen and restrooms to comply with nutrition program requirements and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Pat Wheat that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $8,491 have been committed to the project.
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