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Riley Awards $50,000 to Eliminate Flooding in Akron

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $50,000 grant to the town of Akron for drainage improvements that will eliminate flooding on 16 streets.  Funds from the grant also will be used to repair road surfaces that have been damaged as a result of poor drainage.

“Providing adequate drainage and eliminating road hazards are important to the health and safety of communities,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Akron officials to improve public services for their residents.”

Streets throughout the community have eroded edges, severe potholes and inadequate width making them unsafe for travel, especially during and after heavy rains.  The poor street conditions also pose a danger for pedestrians who are forced to walk on the streets because of the absence of sidewalks.  Poor drainage allows water to collect in yards and serves as a breeding ground for mosquitoes and other insects.

Grant funds will be used to install drainage pipes and to upgrade existing culverts and ditches to ensure the flow of water is unimpeded.  More than 14,000 feet of roadways damaged because of flooding will be repaired and resurfaced.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Henry Miles that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $10,000 will supplement the grant.
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