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Riley Awards $339,600 to Provide Safe Water

to Marion County Residents

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $339,600 to the Marion County Commission to provide water service to 58 households.  The grant will help fund a public water system extension that will eliminate the use of contaminated wells in the Bethel community.

“This project ensures that residents have access to a safe and sufficient water supply,” Riley said.  “I commend Marion County officials for their efforts to improve services and I am pleased to provide these funds.”

Bethel residents depend on shallow and uncased wells that are highly susceptible to bacterial contamination, especially from harmful strains of E. coli, which can cause urinary tract infections, hepatitis and other diseases.  During the summer months, the wells frequently dry up leaving residents without water.  The expansion will eliminate the use of these wells for 172 residents.

The project will include the installation of more than 8.5 miles of pipe and 10 fire hydrants.  The improvements will eliminate health threats, improve fire protection and enhance residents’ quality of life.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified commission chairman Bobby E. Burleson that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $95,000 have been committed to the project.
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