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Riley Awards $250,000 for Ozark Recreational Complex

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $250,000 to the city of Ozark to build a recreational complex in the Race Track community.

The 16-acre complex will consist of four baseball and softball fields, proper lighting and a concession stand.  It will provide almost 1,500 residents with recreational opportunities they do not currently have in the area.

“I am delighted to provide these funds to support recreational activities that will improve the quality of life for residents in Ozark,” Riley said.  “This new facility will give children in the community the opportunity to choose wholesome recreational activities when they are looking for something to do.”

According to the Ozark Police Department, the undeveloped land has been used to conduct gang activities, drug deals and other crimes.  They say the creation of a recreational complex will reduce crime and make the area easier to patrol.

"This grant is a great investment in Ozark that will enhance the area and provide a place for wholesome recreational activities,” said Sen. Jimmy Holley.  “I would like to offer special appreciation to Mayor Bob Bunting for his tenacity and persistence over four years in helping us obtain this grant."

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Bunting that the grant had been approved.
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