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Riley Awards $250,000 to Geneva for New Senior Center

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $250,000 grant to the city of Geneva for the purchase and renovation of a restaurant to be used as a new senior center.

The city will purchase the Two Rivers Restaurant on state Highway 52 and move the city’s senior citizen program from the Geneva Community Center.  City officials say the center is too small to adequately meet the needs of seniors and, because of its proximity to Geneva’s middle and high schools, presents serious safety concerns caused by heavy traffic.

“Senior citizens need and deserve modern facilities designed to meet their needs,” Riley said.  “This renovated facility in Geneva will play an important role in enhancing the quality of life for the city’s elderly residents and I am delighted to provide this funding.”

The restaurant’s owner is preparing to retire and is selling the 6,775-square-foot restaurant to the city to provide a better place for senior citizens to socialize.  The restaurant property includes adequate and easily accessible parking and the move will eliminate most traffic concerns.

The refurbished restaurant also will eliminate several other safety concerns present in the community center including leaks in the roof, inadequate wiring and plumbing, and only one exit to use in case of fire or emergency.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has directed the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Karen S. Simmons that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $74,000 have been committed to the project.
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