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Riley Awards $250,000 to Florala for Senior Center

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $250,000 grant to the city of Florala to construct a new center for senior citizens.  Seniors currently meet in a former National Guard armory building that was built in 1935 and has a leaky roof and dangerous, uneven floors.

“Senior citizens need and deserve modern facilities designed specifically for them,” Riley said.  “This new facility in Florala will play an important role in enhancing the quality of life for the city’s elderly residents and I am delighted to provide this funding for its construction.”

The grant will be used to build a 2,200-square-foot facility on Wildflower Avenue, adjacent to the existing center.  City officials say the new building will better meet the needs of senior citizens than the old armory building, which has become substandard and poses an injury risk.  “The center currently in use in Florala is in rough shape and is probably beyond repair,” said Sen. Jimmy Holley.  “I hope this grant will allow Florala to construct a center that will meet the needs of senior citizens throughout the area.”  

The new center will be handicapped accessible and closer to parking for the 81 participants in the city’s senior program.  The program provides senior citizens with physical exams, pastoral visits, visiting speakers, and group activities such as quilting and singing.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor T. C. Boyett that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $59,400 have been pledged to the project.
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