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Riley Awards $250,000 for Enterprise Senior Center

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $250,000 to the city of Enterprise to construct a new center for senior citizens.  Seniors currently meet in a crowded space on the bottom floor of the Enterprise civic center that will not accommodate the more than 200 participants in the city’s senior citizens program.

“Senior citizens need and deserve modern facilities designed specifically for them,” Riley said.  “This new facility in Enterprise will play an important role in enhancing the quality of life for the city’s elderly residents and I am delighted to provide this funding for its construction.”

The funds will be used to build a 5,000-square-foot facility that will be part of the new community center to be constructed adjacent to the Henderson Recreational Complex on state Highway 167.  The facility will be twice the size of the existing senior center and will eliminate overcrowding that hinders dining and activities.

“The Enterprise senior center has one of the largest memberships in southeast Alabama but it has outgrown its present facility,” said Sen. Jimmy Holley.  “This grant will help provide space that will accommodate an even larger number of seniors and a greater variety of activities, and be a wonderful place for seniors to go for companionship, entertainment, food and activities.” 

The new center’s proximity to the recreational complex will provide participants access to outdoor activities, such as walking trails and fishing, not available at the current center.  In addition, parking at the new center will be designed to maximize safety for seniors and the facility will be easier for emergency vehicles to access.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Kenneth W. Boswell that the grant had been approved.
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