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Riley Awards $250,000 to Bullock County

for Emergency Warning System

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $250,000 grant to the Bullock County Commission to purchase and install 15 emergency warning sirens.

The funds also will be used to upgrade and relocate the three existing sirens in the county.  Once in place, the system will reach all Bullock County residents.

“Early warning is essential to allow adequate time for those living in rural areas to find shelter from approaching severe weather,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of Bullock County officials to better protect their residents.”

The fifteen sirens that will be set up throughout the county will be equipped with six different tones that may be used for various alerts.  County officials say residents will be able to hear each siren for a minimum of two miles.

The county’s two municipalities, Union Springs and Midway, will be equipped with three tone-and-voice sirens that can be utilized to make public announcements notifying residents of the appropriate actions to take in the event of hazardous material spills or terrorist threats.

“I am grateful to Gov. Riley for considering the needs of Barbour and Bullock Counties,” said Sen. Myron Penn.  “I cannot recall the last time our area received a grant package of this magnitude.  It is a testament to what Alabama can accomplish when the governor, legislature, and local officials work together for a common good.”
Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified commission chairman Ron Smith that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $32,000 will supplement the grant.
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