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Riley Awards Grant to Blountsville for Community Planning

MONTGOMERY—Officials in Blountsville will chart a course for the town’s future with the help of a $20,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The grant will enable the town to develop a comprehensive plan that will outline the community’s development needs and an approach to addressing those needs.

“A comprehensive community plan is essentially a blueprint for improving the quality of life for a city’s residents.” Riley said.  “The plan will provide Blountsville officials with a long-range goal and be a useful tool in reaching community objectives.”

The plan will address the status and improvement of various town functions such as housing, community facilities, transportation and economic development.  Town officials will devise strategies for developing land-use and zoning policies, revitalizing neighborhoods and the downtown area and protecting historic structures.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Marlin Murphree that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $5,000 have been committed to the project.
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