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Riley Awards $116,860 to Improve Fire Protection

for Barbour County Residents

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $116,860 grant to the Barbour County Commission to install 38 fire hydrants in the northwest portion of the county served by the Green’s Crossroads Volunteer Fire Department.

The hydrants will enable the fire department to better protect residents of 84 households and their property.  Currently, there are no fire hydrants in the area.

“There is no service of government that is more vital than the protection of life and property,” Riley said.  “I am delighted to provide these funds to support the work of Barbour County officials to ensure the safety of their residents.”

The hydrants are part of a continuing effort by the county to improve fire protection.  In 2001, Community Development Block Grant funds helped the Green’s Crossroads VFD construct a new fire station and purchase equipment that has enhanced the department’s response capabilities.

The fire hydrants will provide access to water within the five-square-mile protection area around the fire station, saving valuable minutes that are now spent having to refill a tanker truck.  The presence of the hydrants also may reduce insurance rates for 206 residents in the area.

“I am grateful to Gov. Riley for considering the needs of Barbour and Bullock Counties,” said Sen. Myron Penn.  “I cannot recall the last time our area has received a grant package of this magnitude. It is a testament to what Alabama can accomplish when the Governor, Legislature, and local officials work together for a common good.”

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor W. Frank Straughn Jr. that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $13,000 will supplement the grant.
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