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Riley Awards $250,000 to Build Berry Community Center

MONTGOMERY—A $250,000 grant, awarded by Gov. Bob Riley, will ensure a place for Berry residents to hold indoor events, provide a location where the town’s senior citizens can meet and serve as an education and historic center.

The Community Development Block Grant will enable the town to realize a five-year dream to construct a multi-use conference and community center. The 6,453-square-foot building will provide a place for public and private events and also serve as the site of the senior citizen program. It will also be used as a library and museum. The town has raised an additional $400,000 for the building’s construction and maintenance.

“This project will further develop the sense of community that has already been strengthened by local efforts to raise money for the center,” Riley said. “I commend Berry officials and residents for their pursuit of this worthy project.” 

State Sen. Roger Bedford of Russellville lauded the grant and the work required in obtaining it. 

“Mayor Roy H. Dobbs and I have worked many years to complete the Berry Conference and Senior Citizens Center,” Bedford said. “I want to thank Gov. Bob Riley for this grant which will finally complete the center. All the citizens of Berry will enjoy this new building for many years to come.”
-More-

Add 1 

The community center will include a meeting room for local civic and youth organizations and private receptions. A room will also be designated for a library and research center and another room will be used to display records and artifacts pertaining to the history of Berry and Fayette County.

The town started a drive five years ago to build the center and has relied on fundraiser and donations. In addition, the town received a $200,000 individual donation to be used for maintenance of the facility.

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Dobbs that the grant had been approved.
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