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Riley Awards $20,800 for Plan to Enhance Downtown Arab 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $20,800 grant to help the city of Arab develop plans to retain a strong downtown commerce district and encourage orderly growth throughout the city.

The Community Development Block Grant was awarded to help the city respond to plans by the state Department of Transportation to reroute Alabama Highway 69 from downtown to a new bypass.

Funds will be used to devise a strategy for keeping downtown vibrant despite the reduction in traffic while maintaining controlled growth along the new route.

 “This grant will help the city chart a course for its future, make decisions that will benefit its citizens and businesses, and make Arab a better place to live,” Riley said.

The study will analyze the impact of the bypass on the downtown economy and will explore the economic feasibility of a downtown revitalization project. Other issues to be considered include public and private financing options, improvements and innovations to attract businesses and customers, and possible land-use regulations to avoid creating new traffic hazards along the new bypass.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Frank Lee Cox that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant. Arab is providing an additional $5,200 for the plan.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state from a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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