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Riley Awards $310,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs in Calhoun and Cleburne Counties 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $310,000 grant to the City of Anniston to battle illegal drug use and distribution in two east Alabama counties.  The funds will be used to continue the operation of the Calhoun-Cleburne County Drug and Violent Crime Task Force.

The task force, begun in Calhoun County in 1988, has continued to grow and implement strategies to combat illegal drug traffickers.  The task force plans and executes undercover investigations and operations to identify, arrest and assist in prosecuting upper-level drug dealers, violent crime offenders and persons involved with pharmaceutical fraud.

“Drug-related violence and crime pose serious threats to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend efforts of the task force to aggressively pursue and prosecute drug dealers and I am pleased to make these funds available.”


The task force works closely with both county sheriff’s departments and municipal police departments to coordinate the enforcement of drug laws.  The goal of the task force is to reduce the sale, distribution and use of narcotics and to lower violent crime associated with drug trafficking.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Anniston Mayor John A. Seymour Jr. that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $103,366 have been committed to the project by the Calhoun and Cleburne county commissions and the municipalities of Anniston, Heflin, Jacksonville, Ohatchee, Piedmont and Weaver.
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