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Riley Awards $80,275 to Aid Families of Homicide Victims 

MONTGOMERY—When a family member is a victim of homicide, surviving relatives not only face the emotions of the tragedy, they also are tossed suddenly into the unknown world of media inquiries, funeral arrangements, court proceedings and financial challenges.

An $80,275 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will ensure family members in 31 south Alabama counties do not have to face the tragedy alone. Funds will be used by the Victims of Crime and Leniency’s Angel House to provide assistance to those families. 

 “A sudden and senseless, violent death always claims more than one victim,” Riley said. “Spouses, children and parents are left to face uncertain futures. Without the help of Angel House their lives could be filled with more tragedy.”

The Montgomery-based program, which has been in existence for 15 years, provides immediate and long-term aid to victims’ families, including counseling, legal and financial assistance and emotional support. Angel House’s 24-hour service responds to families immediately after a homicide and maintains contact with families throughout court proceedings and during any related crisis. Without adequate assistance, victim’s family members are often tempted to escape with drugs and alcohol.

Counties served by the Montgomery-based program are Autauga, Barbour, Bullock, Butler, Chambers, Chilton, Clarke, Coffee, Conecuh, Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Dale, Dallas, Elmore, Escambia, Geneva, Henry, Houston, Lee, Lowndes, Macon, Monroe, Montgomery, Perry, Pike, Randolph, Russell, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa and Wilcox. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Patricia R. Jones, chairman of the VOCAL board of directors, that the grant had been awarded. ADECA is administering the grant through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety division. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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