[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



For Immediate Release:








Contact:

Monday, Sept. 27, 2004








Jerome Hand

Larry Childers

(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards $150,000 for Statewide

Domestic Violence Prevention Efforts  
MONTGOMERY—A statewide effort to reduce domestic violence and assist victims of family violence has received a boost.  Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $150,000 grant to the Alabama Coalition Against Domestic Violence.

The funds will enable the Montgomery-based agency to develop programs and provide training throughout the state to increase awareness of domestic violence and help to reduce its occurrence.

 “Domestic violence harms far too many people in our state,” Riley said.  “This coalition works to increase awareness of the dangers associated with family violence and helps victims recover from abuse, and I am pleased to support this program.”

The coalition supports the creation of domestic violence task forces in all 40 Alabama judicial circuits and advocates increased training for existing task forces.  The organization places special emphasis on training rural task forces and healthcare providers.

The grant will also help the coalition implement uniform policies on domestic violence that will be used by probation officers, healthcare providers, court referral officials and health education teachers.  Coalition officials say this coordinated community response, on a statewide scale, will help reduce cases of domestic violence.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified coalition board president, Lisa Stephens, that the grant had been approved.
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