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Riley Awards $990,000 for National Guard Program

to Help At-risk Students Complete School, Obtain Jobs 

MONTGOMERY—Many members of the Alabama National Guard, including some who recently served on active duty, will soon be called upon again, but this service will be on a front that is closer to home.

Guard units in Selma, Centreville and Talladega will participate in a new program that helps at-risk students improve school grades and prepare for the job market. About Face will be a year-round program funded with a $990,000 grant from Gov. Bob Riley.

“Often the only difference between success and failure is direction,” Riley said. “This program offers students the direction they need to achieve a rewarding career and a successful life.”

The About Face program, designed for students who have struggled in school, are teen parents or have committed minor crimes, is similar to after-school and summer programs that have proven successful in Rhode Island, Florida and Mississippi. It provides eligible high school juniors and seniors with study skills and the academic aid necessary to complete school or obtain a general equivalency diploma. Some students will be employed in their first jobs through the program while others will have the option to pursue military careers. 

The Guard, working with other public and private agencies, will use its existing facilities and personnel to make the program a success. In addition to academics, the students will be taught leadership and life skills. The program is divided into summer, fall and spring terms and may be expanded to other parts of Alabama later. 

 John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Adj. Gen. Mark Bowen of the Alabama State Military Department that the grant had been approved.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.
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