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Riley Awards $57,456 for Talladega Springs Senior Center 

MONTGOMERY—Once renowned as a health spa resort, Talladega Springs is now taking steps to improve the well-being of the town’s senior citizens thanks to a $57,456 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, Talladega Springs attracted people because of the reported healing properties of its springs.  Today, community leaders are working to attract the town’s elderly residents with a senior citizen activity center. Riley awarded a Community Development Block Grant to enable the town to purchase a former Masonic lodge and convert it into the activity center.

“Senior citizens need and deserve modern facilities designed specifically for them,” Riley said.  “Senior centers serve an important role in enhancing the quality of life of our elderly residents and I am pleased to provide these funds.”

The 10-year old, 2,700-square-foot building will enable between 50 to 75 senior citizens, who live in the southwest Talladega County, to receive meals and participate in recreational and social activities and health screenings. 
The building, which is handicap accessible, will provide senior citizens with a 1,000-square-foot dining area and a 1,350-square-foot activity room. The lodge is already well-suited for use as a senior center and will require only minor renovations.

 Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Mayor Frank D. Mitchell that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $6,840 have pledged for the project.
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