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Riley Awards $48,000 to Study Renovating Downtown Marion

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $48,000 grant to encourage the revitalization of Marion’s downtown business district.

The Community Development Block Grant to the city of Marion will fund a study aimed at preserving downtown and rejuvenating its once thriving economy.

“Downtown is the birthplace for most of our cities and towns,” Riley said.  “Rehabilitating a downtown area not only preserves history and improves the quality of life, it also projects to others the pride residents feel about their community.”

The study will examine building and infrastructure improvements, design and aesthetics and economic feasibility. The study will also include recommendations for renovating or dismantling existing buildings. About two-thirds of the buildings appear to be in major need of repair, according to city officials and planners.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Edward Daniel that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant. Marion is providing an additional $12,000 for the plan.

Riley is awarding the grant from funds made available to the state from a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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