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Riley Awards $250,000 to Build Guin Senior Citizen Center

MONTGOMERY—After an almost quarter-of-a-century wait, Guin senior citizens will soon have a place to call their own thanks to a $250,000 grant from Gov. Bob Riley.

Riley awarded the grant for the construction of a new senior citizen activity center in the city. The new 3,000-square-foot center will provide nearly triple the space of the current 1,008-square-foot center. The Guin Public Housing Authority intended the existing center to be a temporary facility when it was offered nearly 25 years ago. The center is used to provide hot meals, recreation, social activities and medical screenings for senior citizens.

“Senior citizens need and deserve modern facilities designed specifically for them,” Riley said.  “Senior centers serve an important role in enhancing the quality of life of our elderly residents and I am pleased to provide these funds.”

State Sen. Roger Bedford of Russellville also lauded the grant and the efforts in getting it.  

“I want to congratulate Mayor (Phil) Segraves on successfully obtaining this much needed grant for the seniors of Guin,” Bedford said. “It is a project which I have supported fully and I also want to thank Gov. Bob Riley for making this $250,000 grant possible to give us a new senior citizens center.  The good citizens of Guin will enjoy this building for many years to come.”  
-More-
Add 1…

The center will be built on a 4-acre, city-owned lot south of Marion County High School. It will have a 2,000-square-foot all-purpose room, two meeting rooms, a modern kitchen, handicapped accessible bathrooms and an office. The center serves about 200 senior citizens.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Seagraves that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $130,000 have pledged for the project.
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