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Riley Awards $250,000 to Construct Gym

at Hayneville Middle School  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $250,000 grant to help guide Lowndes County youth away from drugs, alcohol and crime through improved recreational opportunities.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant to construct a gymnasium at Hayneville Middle School. In addition to benefiting the school, the gym will be used by the Boys and Girls Club of South Central Alabama for its after-school and summer programs.

“This building will enhance services and recreation activities for youth throughout Lowndes County,” Riley said. “I commend the Boys and Girls Club, the Lowndes County Board of Education and the town of Hayneville for working together to make this project a reality.”

The new 6,000-square-foot gym will replace an existing 50-year-old arena. The lobby, restrooms, locker room and offices of the old facility will be incorporated into the new building.

The school will use the gym for athletic events and assemblies, but will allow the Boys and Girls Club use of the facility after school hours and during the summer without charge.

The Boys and Girls Club provides academic, social and recreational activities for up to 200 Lowndes County youth, ages six to 18.

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Hayneville Mayor Cecil Williams that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $290,500 have been pledged for the project.
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