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Riley Awards $250,000 to Build Smiths Station Senior Citizen Center

MONTGOMERY—A senior citizen program in Smiths Station will finally have a home of its own thanks to a grant by Gov. Bob Riley.

Riley awarded $250,000 to build a permanent facility for the program that provides meals and activities for senior citizens. Over the years the program has been shifted to different locations, including several that were too small to properly conduct activities.

 “Senior citizens need and deserve modern facilities designed specifically for them,” Riley said.  “Senior centers serve an important role in enhancing the quality of life of our elderly residents and I am pleased to provide these funds.”

The grant was also lauded by state Sen. Ted Little and other area legislators. 

"On behalf of the Smiths Station legislative delegation, I would like to thank Gov. Bob Riley and to the administration at ADECA for recognizing the need for a senior center," Little said. "(The center) will be so well-received and add such quality of life to many senior citizens in this growing area of our state. Our senior citizens will now be able to have more interaction with their contemporaries in a safe and comfortable setting which is only proper given their immense contributions to the community." 
-More-

Add 1…

The 3,020-square-foot center will be the latest addition to a new 78-acre town park. The handicap-accessible building will include an activity room, crafts and exercise room, media room, office, kitchen and bathrooms.
More than 115 seniors participate in the weekday programs that provide senior citizens with hot meals, social activities and health screenings. Organizers expect the number of participants to increase when the new building is opened.

The program is conducted in two classrooms of a local church and has been held at different locations within the town within the last two years. The lack of space prevents the program from conducting many of the activities offered at senior centers located in other east Alabama towns.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

 ADECA Director John Harrison notified Bill English, chairman of the Lee County Commission, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $46,654 have been pledged for the project.
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