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Riley Awards $350,000 to Provide

Low-cost Sewage System in Fulton 

MONTGOMERY—A $350,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will enable the town of Fulton to build an innovative low-cost, low-maintenance sewage treatment system in a neighborhood where raw sewage at times runs rampant in yards and streets. 

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to install a decentralized wastewater treatment facility for 23 households along Henley Road. Unlike traditional sewage treatment facilities, a decentralized wastewater system doesn’t require miles of sewer lines or elaborate treatment techniques. 

 “This project will eliminate a health and environmental hazard and will serve as a model to other small communities that can’t afford more expensive methods of wastewater treatment, Riley said. “I commend Fulton officials for undertaking this worthwhile project.”

A decentralized wastewater system enables sewage to flow from a house or business to a nearby underground, water-tight tank. Liquids are treated as they flow through the tank and are non-hazardous once they are discharged into field lines. The system requires emptying only once every 10 to 12 years. 

A number of cities throughout the United States, including Mobile, have used the system. The method is used in areas where there is a high level of groundwater or poor soils that are not conducive to individual septic tanks, or where the small number of households makes it too costly to provide traditional sewer system services. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Mike Norris that the grant had been approved. Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA is administering the grant.
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