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Riley Awards $350,000 to Help Students Earn High School Diploma

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $350,000 to the state Department of Education to continue the Youth Education Success System in eight school districts.  The primary mission of the YESS program is to help high school students meet graduation requirements.

The funds will be used to provide computer-based activities, individual and group tutoring, and traditional classroom instruction for students who have failed all or part of the Alabama high school graduation exam or required core courses.  The YESS program is conducted in Haleyville city schools and Cullman, Dekalb, Escambia, Franklin, Monroe, Perry and Walker county schools.

“Every Alabama child needs an adequate education so they can build a strong foundation for a prosperous life,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support this program to help our students learn and become productive citizens.”

In addition to helping students overcome educational deficiencies and stay in school, YESS also assists students to prepare for future employment.  Services include assessment of occupational skills, career counseling and on-the-job training.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified state superintendent Dr. Joe Morton that the grant had been approved.
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