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Riley Awards $49,000 for Directory 

of High Technology Businesses in State

MONTGOMERY— The method to finding Alabama high technology companies is about to go high tech thanks to a $49,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The grant will enable the University of Alabama in Huntsville to produce an Internet accessible directory of the state’s high technology businesses. The directory will serve as a recruitment tool for other high-technology industries, attract new employees and enable existing Alabama companies, who might have been unfamiliar with one another, to work together.

“Alabama is fortunate to have a vast number and assortment of high technology business in every region of the state,” Riley said. “This directory will list those businesses in an easily available and rapid format that will help existing industry, recruit new industry and provide more jobs in the state.”

Information will include the name and location of the company, its product, employment numbers and other vital information. Listed companies will be able to add to and update their listing.

The U.S. Bureau of Census classifies high technology companies as those involved in biotechnology, life science technologies, opto-electronics, computers and telecommunications, electronics, aerospace, weapons and nuclear technology.

 John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Dr. Frank Franz, president of UAH, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering the grant through its Science, Technology and Energy Division. Riley awarded the grant from state funds.
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