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Riley Awards $138,203 to Assist Victims of Sexual Assault

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $138,203 to the Lighthouse Counseling Center in Montgomery to improve the treatment of sexual assault victims.  The funds will be used to continue STAR, Standing Together Against Rape, for victims in Montgomery, Autauga, Elmore, Lowndes, Butler and Crenshaw counties.


The program provides vital services to rape victims.  STAR operates a crisis hotline, 24-hours a day, seven days a week and offers counseling, group therapy, crisis intervention and assistance to victims during court proceedings.


“Victims of sexual assault need professional assistance to overcome traumatic experiences,” Riley said.  “I commend Lighthouse for working to improve services victims need and deserve.  I am pleased to provide these funds.”


The STAR program began in 1975 in Montgomery and has expanded to assist rape victims in five neighboring counties.  The program also provides private medical and forensic exams to victims by specially trained sexual assault nurse examiners. Through the Lighthouse Counseling Center, STAR offers all of its services free to victims.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Lighthouse Executive Director, W. Dunham Jr. that the grant had been approved.
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