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Riley Awards $95,131 to Help Domestic Violence Victims

in Conecuh, Covington and Monroe Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $95,131 grant to Opportunity House to help provide a safe shelter for abused women and their children in Conecuh, Covington and Monroe counties.

Opportunity House provides an emergency shelter located in Opp, a 24-hour crisis telephone line, individual and group counseling and transportation for victims.   The shelter also develops case management plans for each adult resident and offers court advocates who prepare and support victims during legal proceedings.

“Victims trying to escape domestic violence require a safe refuge and Opportunity House provides this,” Riley said.  “Victims also need professional services to recover from the physical and emotional trauma of abuse.  I am pleased to support this program.”
The grant will enable Opportunity House to offer individual counseling each week and provide group sessions on the topics of domestic violence, legal rights, self-esteem, parenting skills and money management.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Bill Shaw, president of the Opportunity House Board of Directors, that the grant had been approved.  Local funds of $23,783 have been pledged to support the shelter and its services to victims.
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