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Riley Awards Grant to Help Domestic Violence Victims 

in Cullman and Winston Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $58,600 grant to Victim Services of Cullman to continue programs for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.  The funds will be used to maintain and expand services that aid victims and educate residents about domestic abuse in Cullman and Winston counties.

“Victims need and deserve professional, compassionate assistance to overcome the trauma of domestic violence,” Riley said.  “I commend the efforts of the Victim Services staff to help rebuild lives.”

The organization provides support to hundreds of victims each year accompanying them to the hospital when necessary, and offering group and individual counseling, guidance through the legal system, and aid in obtaining arrest warrants and protection orders.

Victim Services conducts educational prevention programs for groups, organizations and schools in the two counties.  Training in the proper way to handle domestic violence situations is provided to law enforcement officers, medical personnel and other authorities who respond to emergency calls.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Deborah Tucker, Victim Services executive director, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $14,650 will supplement the grant.
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