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Riley Awards Grant to Crisis Services of North Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $112,914 grant to Crisis Services of North Alabama to help domestic violence victims cope with the trauma of abuse and begin the process of healing.

The funds will support the Hope Place family violence shelter and the First Responder program.  These services offer aid to victims in Madison, Morgan, Jackson and Limestone counties.

“Crisis Services provides crucial assistance to victims of domestic violence who need and deserve an opportunity to escape abuse,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support a program that offers hope for these north Alabama families.”

Hope Place has provided safe and confidential short-term shelter for thousands of victims since opening its doors in 1983.  The center also assists domestic abuse victims by providing a 24-hour crisis line, education and employment opportunities, advice on health and safety issues, and support throughout the legal process.

The First Responder accompanies law enforcement officers responding to emergency domestic violence calls.  The responder provides immediate on-site support and assistance and can admit victims into the shelter, if necessary.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Sherry Jackson, president of the board of Crisis Services, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $28,228 will support the grant.
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