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Riley Awards $150,000 for Wiregrass Job Preparation Program 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $150,000 for a Dothan-based program that helps residents in three southeast Alabama counties go from the welfare rolls to the production line.

The grant to the Alfred Saliba Family Services Center enables the agency to provide services aimed at helping people in Houston, Henry and Geneva counties find jobs and become self sufficient.

“The Saliba Family Services Center provides a foundation for citizens who want to escape dependence on government assisted programs by acquiring marketable skills,” Riley said. “This service is also helping new and existing companies in Alabama find the skilled labor they require.”

The center works with other agencies to offer job and classroom training and also provides support services including childcare, proper clothing and transportation. Participants not only receive help in seeking and obtaining employment, but counselors also provide follow-up services to help participants improve job performance in order to receive salary increases and promotions.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Linda M. O’Connell, executive director of the Saliba Center, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant.

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.
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