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Riley Awards $75,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs in DeKalb County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $75,000 to the DeKalb County Commission to battle the sale, distribution and use of illegal drugs and to reduce drug-related violent crime in the county.

The grant will enable the DeKalb County Drug and Major Crimes Task Force to purchase intelligence-gathering equipment and receive training essential to reducing illegal drug use, trafficking and the violent crime associated with drugs.  The training will include how to use state-of-the-art surveillance equipment, computers and tactical equipment.

“Drug-related violence and crime pose serious threats to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said.  “I commend efforts of the task force to aggressively pursue and prosecute drug dealers and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

Task force officials say the sale and use of methamphetamine, marijuana, cocaine and crack are growing problems in DeKalb County and contribute to an increase in violent crime.  Officials estimate that 90 percent of the county’s violent crime is drug-related.

The grant will also fund a drug awareness and education campaign that focuses on the consequences of drug abuse and how drugs are manufactured and obtained.  Personnel from the Fort Payne and Collinsville police departments, the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Department and the Ninth Judicial Circuit District Attorney’s Office comprise the task force.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified commission chairman Sid Holcomb that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $25,000 have been committed to the effort.
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