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Riley Awards $650,162 to Help Teens Develop Employment Skills
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $650,162 to fund the Community Intensive Treatment for Youth program for eligible teenagers in eight Alabama counties.  The CITY program provides training for youth, ages 14-18, who are involved in the juvenile courts or reside at an Alabama Department of Youth Services facility.

The program provides juveniles with personal development training, job readiness skills and job placement services.  Professional counselors work with youthful offenders as they pursue further education or begin employment.  The program is available to youthful offenders in Chilton, Dallas, Etowah, Franklin, Houston, Madison, Montgomery and Tuscaloosa counties.

“Participants in this program have the opportunity to earn a diploma or GED, get a job and become a productive member of the community,” Riley said.  “By providing troubled youth with training and education we not only improve their lives, but also make our schools and streets safer.”

The CITY program is designed to prevent youthful offenders from having further involvement with the court system by helping them develop better social, academic, and family skills.  CITY works in partnership with juvenile and family courts, probation services, local school systems, businesses and city and county governments.

Counselors with the program identify academic strengths and weaknesses of the participating youth, formulate individual study plans and develop strategies to help each participant overcome problems and obstacles.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Dr. James Cornell, president of the CITY skills training consortium that the grant had been approved.
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