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Riley Awards $203,815 to Aid Abused Children

in West Jefferson County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $203,815 to help abused children and their families in west Jefferson County.  The grant will be used to continue the Victim Assistance Project, a joint program of the Bessemer Cut-Off Advocacy Center and the Jefferson County District Attorney’s office.

The program provides services to minimize the stress of the legal process and improve the recovery of child abuse victims and their non-offending family members or guardians.

“Child abuse victims need professional attention to overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said.  “This program reaches out to abused children and innocent members of their family to assist them in the healing process.  I commend the center’s staff for their concern and dedication, and I am pleased to make these funds available.”

The program responds to both the physical and emotional needs of child abuse victims.  Included in the program are individual, family and group counseling sessions.  The program brings together law enforcement agencies and child advocacy professionals in an effort to ensure that victims are protected from additional trauma in the investigative and prosecution phases of the case.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Arthur Green, board president of the Bessemer Cut-Off Advocacy Center, that the grant had been approved.
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