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Riley Awards $98,300 to AUM for Crime Prevention Training
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $98,300 grant to help Auburn University at Montgomery continue its crime-prevention training program for law enforcement agencies, schools and community organizations.

The training is designed to help groups to develop, implement and evaluate crime-prevention measures for various events and activities.  Techniques for establishing and operating crime watch programs are taught to law enforcement officers and school personnel.

The program also provides law enforcement officers with specialized, crisis-intervention training that prepares them to handle violent encounters with persons who are mentally ill.  The goal is to minimize violence and increase patient and officer safety.

“One of the best ways to protect our communities is to prevent crime before it occurs,” Riley said.  “Neighborhood and business watch programs play an important role in improving security around the state and I am pleased to support this important training.”

While police academies provide training for patrol, investigation and drug enforcement, AUM officials note that there is little training available in crime prevention.  University officials believe that communities throughout the state will benefit from the training.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Dr. Guin Nance, AUM Chancellor, that the grant had been approved.
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