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Riley Awards $106,750 to Increase Safety in Alabama Courthouses 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $106,750 to improve security at courthouses and judicial buildings throughout Alabama.  The grant to the Administrative Office of Courts will be used to provide security equipment and personnel training to increase safety in judicial complexes.

“In today’s world, increased security measures for courthouses and other public buildings are necessary to ensure a safe environment for Alabamians who work in or visit those facilities,” Riley said.

The funds will help counties comply with a 1998 Alabama Supreme Court decision mandating security measures in county courthouses and judicial buildings.  An executive security officer, employed through AOC, has been helping local governments develop security plans, which include installing metal detectors and X-ray machines.

The officer will investigate security breaches at facilities and gather intelligence on threats to justice officials.  State and local officials will use that information to improve security at the judicial buildings.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Randy Helms, administrative director of courts, that the grant had been approved.
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