[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2004







            Jim Plott













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards $586,200 to Battle Drugs and Underage Drinking 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $586,200 to fight illegal drugs and underage drinking in Alabama.

A $487,500 grant will enable Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board’s drug task force to continue assisting local law enforcement agencies in curtailing illegal drug activity, including providing agents to work undercover.  The board will use a $98,700 grant to combat the illegal sale of alcohol to minors. 

“This grant will aid state and local law enforcement officials in reducing two problems facing youth,” Riley said. “I commend the board’s efforts to eliminate illegal drugs and the sale of alcohol to minors.”  

 The drug task force will assist smaller law enforcement agencies throughout the state with drug investigations. Many police departments in small towns are unable to carry out extensive drug investigations because of budget restraints and lack of manpower.

ABC agents will reduce sales of alcohol to minors by conducting several types of investigations, including recruiting minors to attempt to buy alcohol.  Agents will also pose as clerks to catch minors trying to buy alcohol and will place establishments under surveillance that are reputed to illegally sell alcohol to underage youth.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified ABC Administrator Emory Folmar that the grants had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grants.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through programs of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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