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Riley Awards $145,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs in Walker County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $145,000 grant to the Walker County Commission to battle the use and distribution of illegal drugs and drug-related crime.  The funds will enable the Walker County Drug Task Force to purchase equipment and receive training that will strengthen the unit’s effectiveness.

“State and local government must work together to rid our communities of illegal drugs and the violent crime associated with drugs,” Riley said.  “I commend Jasper and Walker County officials for their efforts to combat illegal drugs and I am pleased to provide this financial support.”

In addition to equipment and training, the grant will also fund a drug awareness and education campaign that focuses on the consequences of drug abuse and how drugs are manufactured and obtained.  Personnel from the Jasper Police Department, the Walker County Sheriff’s Department and the District Attorney’s Office compose the task force.

Task force officials say the sale and use of methamphetamine, marijuana and crack are growing problems that are responsible for increased violent crime in Walker County.  The drug unit’s goal is to cut violent crime 10 percent by reducing drug trafficking.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified commission chairman Bruce Hamrick that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $48,333 have been committed to support the drug task force.
-30-

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





John D. Harrison


Director








State of Alabama








_1105881416.doc
[image: image1.png]






