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Riley Awards $208,768 to Improve Childcare Skills, Increase Employment in Central Alabama 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $208,768 grant to Southern Union State Community College for childcare worker training in Selma.  The program will enable unemployed workers and other eligible applicants to attain the skills necessary to secure full-time, self-sustaining employment.


“This program will provide workers with the necessary skills to obtain a job in the childcare industry,” Riley said.  “Ensuring Alabamians have an opportunity to work makes this state a better place for all citizens.”
The 26-week curriculum provides intensive classroom instruction and supervised on-the-job training.  Classes cover topics such as providing a healthy childcare environment, working with children at different levels of development, working with parents and other topics specific to childcare.  Before entering the program, all trainees must pass a background check.

Upon completion of the first block of course work, trainees will be placed in part-time employment at an on-site childcare center to gain “real world” experience working with children.  As trainees progress through the curriculum, their hands-on workload is increased and the experience will enable them to fulfill their goal of full-time employment in the field.  The process is designed to ensure that these workers are well-trained and qualified to care for children.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Joanne S. Jordan, Southern Union president, that the grant had been approved.
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