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Riley Awards $500,000 for Sylacauga Drainage Project  

MONTGOMERY—A $500,000 grant, awarded to the city of Sylacauga by Gov. Bob Riley, will help alleviate a flooding problem that has destroyed property and poses health and safety hazards.

The funds from the Community Development Block Grant will be used to correct drainage problems in two nearby sections of downtown.  More than 400 residents along with several businesses and schools will benefit from the project.

“This project will eliminate health and safety hazards for residents, businesses and schools and make Sylacauga a better place to live,” Riley said.

The project involves replacing culverts and drainage pipes and improving aboveground drainage areas to prevent backups during heavy rains. Work will be done from West Fourth Street along Morris Avenue to West Eighth Street and along West Eighth Street from Betsy Ross Lane to West 10th Street.

Officials expect the project to alleviate at least half of the city’s flooding problem and reduce a mosquito-breeding area.  Included in the project area are an assisted living complex, senior citizen center, two schools and several churches and businesses.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Bruce C. Carr that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant. The city is providing an additional $282,400 in local funds.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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