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Riley Awards $360,454 for Job Training Program for Youth

in Fayette, Lamar, Pickens and Walker Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $360,454 to Bevill State Community College to provide job-training services for youths in Fayette, Lamar, Pickens and Walker counties.

The grant will be used for the Second Opportunity System, a program to assist youth, ages 16-to-21, to prepare for a successful future through a program of education, employment and leadership development. SOS assists out-of-school youth to strengthen their basic academic skills and prepare for further education and employment training.

“Education and training are vital to success in today’s workplace,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support this effort to help young citizens gain the skills and knowledge they need to become successful adults capable of securing and retaining employment.”

The Second Opportunity System offers a variety of learning opportunities in partnership with Bevill State, One-Stop Career Centers, Children’s Policy Councils and the West Central Alabama Youth Partnership.  The agencies work together to assist dropouts, youths who lack basic skills, pregnant teens, teenage parents and those with learning disabilities.

SOS participants receive career assessment and guidance, leadership development and support services.  The program also provides individualized instruction to help participants develop the necessary skills to get and keep a job.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Bevill State President Dr. Harold Wade that the grant had been approved.
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