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Riley Awards $500,000 to Improve Water Service in Phenix City

MONTGOMERY—Some rural Phenix City residents, who for years have had to endure low water pressure, discolored water and interrupted service because of frequent line breaks, are getting some help thanks to a $500,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

Riley awarded a Community Development Block Grant to replace more than four miles of water lines in the North Railroad Street area. The 70-year-old metal lines corrode, frequently break and are inadequate to meet the flow demand of the nearly 170 households served by the water system. Many residents are unable to wash clothes because of the water’s coloration and have to purchase bottled water because of the metallic taste in the system’s water in that area. 

 “This project will ensure that residents are provided with an adequate supply of water that is safe to use,” Riley said.  “I commend Phenix City officials for working to improve the lives of their residents.”

The project involves replacing the 1 to 4-inch existing lines with more durable 6 to 8-inch piping that will withstand increased water pressure. Inadequate flow through the present line prevents many residents from using more than one water outlet at a time. Twenty new fire hydrants will also be installed to improve fire protection.

These improvements will mean less maintenance and service interruption for the city and residents caused by line breaks and leaks. The water system has had more than 70 leaks or water discoloration problems reported by area residents in the past five years.

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Sonny Coulter that the grant had been approved.  ADECA is administering the grant.  The city will provide an additional $935,443 to complete the more than $1.4 million project.

-30-

State of Alabama





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





John D. Harrison


Director











_1105881416.doc
[image: image1.png]






