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Riley Awards $400,000 to Provide Safe Water 

for Residents in Marshall and Jackson Counties  

MONTGOMERY—A $400,000 grant, awarded by Gov. Bob Riley, will provide a safe supply of drinking water for rural residents in Marshall and Jackson counties, including many who obtain their water from contaminated wells.

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant to the Marshall County Commission to provide water for 172 residents in two areas of the county and part of adjoining Jackson County.

“This project will ensure that these residents are provided with an adequate water supply that is safe to drink,” Riley said.  “I commend Marshall County officials for working to enhance the safety and quality of life for their residents and those in a neighboring county.”

One portion of the project will extend a North Marshall Utilities Board water line six miles along Cathedral Caverns Road and into Jackson County. Thirty-three of 42 wells in that area tested by health officials contained harmful bacteria. Marshall County agreed to include about 70 Jackson County residents in the project because it is cost prohibitive for any Jackson County water system to provide those services. 

Another part of the project involves the Douglas Water Authority’s plans to extend its water lines by 1.5 miles along Brown Road.  Residents in the area frequently have discolored or no water from their private wells.

In addition to providing safe drinking water, the projects will improve fire safety and support future development.

Riley awarded the grant with funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Commission Chairman Billy Cannon that the grant had been approved.  ADECA is administering the grant.  The two water authorities will provide local funding totaling $212,810.
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